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MSCI launches Thematic Exposure Standard to 
measure portfolio exposure to global megatrends 

A new solution for investors to systematically evaluate, monitor and invest in 
long-term, structural themes 

NEW YORK – April 6, 2022 – MSCI, a leading provider of critical decision support tools and services for 
the global investment community, has announced the launch of its Thematic Exposure Standard, 
enabling investors to better understand their portfolio’s economic linkage to long-term structural trends. 

Thematic investing is an investment approach that targets megatrends in society. From autonomous 
vehicles to energy efficiency, from robotics and the digital economy to genomics -- megatrends 
represent longer-term structural changes that are often driven by disruptive forces. Until now, there has 
been no comprehensive and systematic way to analyze fund and portfolio exposures to these trends. 

The MSCI Thematic Exposure Standard is a new classification framework that enables investors to 
systematically evaluate the exposure of 40,000 companies to structural trends.  In addition, it enables 
investors to: 

● Screen securities with high or low exposure to a theme, create differentiated strategies, and
integrate thematic scores across their portfolios.

● Develop a strategy, assess theme tilts, compare returns and volatility of the strategy by thematic
exposure, conduct factor attribution for models that attribute risk and returns to these themes,
and assess thematic exposure to a benchmark including any MSCI Index.

● Benchmark performance and holdings against an appropriate index for performance and
attribution reporting and monitoring functions, and use the data to complement factor, industry
and country analysis.

Stéphane Mattatia, Global Head of Thematic Indexes, at MSCI, said: “The Thematic Exposure Standard 
underpins MSCI’s mission to bring greater transparency to financial markets and enable investors to 
build better portfolios. With the Thematic Exposure Standard, investors can analyze fund and portfolio 
exposures to megatrends that are having significant and lasting impacts on the world using MSCI’s 
industry-leading research, index and analytical capabilities. This industry-first framework provides 
investors with the ability to better assess investment risk, differentiate strategies and build more 
effective portfolios.”  

-Ends-

About MSCI Inc. 

MSCI is a leading provider of critical decision support tools and services for the global investment 
community. With over 50 years of expertise in research, data, and technology, we power better 
investment decisions by enabling clients to understand and analyze key drivers of risk and return and 



 
 

 
 

confidently build more effective portfolios. We create industry-leading research-enhanced solutions that 
clients use to gain insight into and improve transparency across the investment process. 
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This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements relate to 
future events or performance and involve risks that may cause actual results or performance differ materially and you should not place undue reliance on them. Risks that 
could affect results or performance are in MSCI’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the most recent fiscal year ended on December 31 that is filed with the SEC. MSCI does not 
undertake to update any forward-looking statements. No information herein constitutes investment advice or should be relied on as such. MSCI grants no right or license to 
use its products or services without an appropriate license. MSCI MAKES NO EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE OR OTHERWISE WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATION HEREIN AND DISCLAIMS ALL LIABILITY TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW.  
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