
  

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

  
MSCI LAUNCHES NEW CLIMATE ACTION 

INDEXES FOR INVESTORS SEEKING NET ZERO 
TRANSITION PROGRESS    

 
NEW YORK – October 24, 2022 – MSCI Inc. (NYSE: MSCI), a leading provider of critical decision support 
tools and services for the global investment community, has today announced the launch of the MSCI 
Climate Action Indexes. The indexes are designed for investors seeking to drive the low carbon 
transition in the real economy by investing in companies making progress towards emission reduction 
targets.  
 
The new suite of equity climate indexes will consist of companies that are taking measurable steps to 
tackle their emissions, selecting from across the economy using the 11 Global Industry Classification 
Standard (GICS) sectors. The suite of MSCI Climate Action Indexes includes MSCI ACWI Climate Action 
Index, MSCI World Climate Action Index, MSCI Emerging Markets Climate Action Index, MSCI USA 
Climate Action Index and MSCI Europe Climate Action Index.1 
 
The new index is aimed at equity investors who want an index with exposure to all sectors of the 
economy and who favour a bottom-up index selection approach based on both current and forward-
looking climate indicators. The index aims to include companies that are taking steps to tackle their 
emissions. The index is sector balanced and offers a broad market coverage.  
 
The indexes also aim to help investors who are seeking to follow the Glasgow Financial Alliance for Net 
Zero (GFANZ) recommendations on addressing real-economy emissions reductions. 
 
The launch of MSCI Climate Action Indexes complements MSCI’s extensive range of ESG and Climate 
indexes that enable investors to integrate climate considerations into global and regional equity market 
portfolios. Alongside Climate Action Indexes helping to drive the transition in the real economy, 
investors can select MSCI Low Carbon Target Indexes that aim to reduce portfolio emissions, and MSCI 
Climate Paris Aligned Indexes that aim to align with a 1.5 degree temperature rise scenario for those 
implementing net zero strategies. 
 
Institutional investors can use these indexes as reference benchmarks; to create products including 
ETFs, derivatives, structured products and mutual funds; and as a performance measurement 
benchmark for actively managed portfolios.  
 
Melissa McDonald, Head of ESG and Climate Indexes, MSCI, comments: “At a time when the climate 
crisis must be tackled head-on, the decarbonization of investment portfolios is a critical first step. The 
MSCI Climate Action Indexes helps investors looking to fulfil that aim by gaining exposure to the 
companies that are making meaningful progress towards net zero in the real economy and addressing 
the systemic risks of climate change.  
 
“This launch demonstrates our ongoing commitment to ensure that investors have the information and 
tools they need to develop portfolios that meet their net zero commitments, integrate climate 
considerations and fulfil their investment objectives.”  
 

https://www.msci.com/our-solutions/indexes/climate-action-indexes
https://www.msci.com/our-solutions/indexes/climate-action-indexes
https://www.msci.com/our-solutions/indexes/gics
https://www.msci.com/our-solutions/indexes/gics
https://www.msci.com/our-solutions/indexes/low-carbon-indexes
https://www.msci.com/our-solutions/esg-investing/esg-indexes/climate-paris-aligned-indexes
https://www.msci.com/our-solutions/esg-investing/esg-indexes/climate-paris-aligned-indexes
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1 Full list of Climate Action Indexes at launch are: 
- MSCI ACWI Climate Action Index 
- MSCI World Climate Action Index 
- MSCI World ex USA Climate Action Index 
- MSCI World ex Canada Climate Action Index 
- MSCI AC Asia ex Japan Climate Action Index 
- MSCI Europe Climate Action Index 
- MSCI EAFE Climate Action Index 
- MSCI Emerging Markets Climate Action Index 
- MSCI EMU Climate Action Index 
- MSCI India Climate Action Index  
- MSCI USA Climate Action Index 
- MSCI Japan Climate Action Index 

 

About MSCI Inc. 

MSCI is a leading provider of critical decision support tools and services for the global investment 
community. With over 50 years of expertise in research, data, and technology, we power better 
investment decisions by enabling clients to understand and analyze key drivers of risk and return and 
confidently build more effective portfolios. We create industry-leading research-enhanced solutions that 
clients use to gain insight into and improve transparency across the investment process. 
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This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements relate to 
future events or performance and involve risks that may cause actual results or performance differ materially and you should not place undue reliance on them. Risks that 
could affect results or performance are in MSCI’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the most recent fiscal year ended on December 31 that is filed with the SEC. MSCI does not 
undertake to update any forward-looking statements. No information herein constitutes investment advice or should be relied on as such. MSCI grants no right or license to 
use its products or services without an appropriate license. MSCI MAKES NO EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 
PURPOSE OR OTHERWISE WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATION HEREIN AND DISCLAIMS ALL LIABILITY TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW.  
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