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MSCI Launches ESG Indices 

London - September 7, 2010 - MSCI Inc. (NYSE: MSCI), a leading provider of investment decision support tools 

worldwide, including indices, portfolio risk and performance analytics and corporate governance services , announced 

today the launch of a family of MSCI ESG Indices.  With over 40 years of expertise in index construction and 

maintenance, MSCI aims to set new standards for ESG indices — allowing clients to more effectively benchmark their 

ESG investment performance, issue index-linked ESG investment products, as well as manage, measure and report 

on their compliance with ESG mandates. 

The indices are designed to respond to clients’ needs for ESG indices in  three main areas:  

 ESG “best-of-class” indices, such as the MSCI World ESG Index, that are designed to include eligible 

companies with high ESG ratings compared to their sector or industry group peers;  

 Values-based indices, such as the MSCI KLD 400 Social Index, for use by investors wishing to invest in 

accordance with specific values or ethical beliefs; and 

 Environmental indices, such as the MSCI Global Environment Index, for use by investors seeking focused 

exposure to specific environmental themes such as alternative energy or clean technology.   

Additionally, MSCI calculates custom ESG indices using unique ESG requirements specified by clients.  

“MSCI’s clients worldwide, especially those who are signatories to the United Nation’s Principles for Responsible 

Investing (UNPRI), are increasingly focused on ESG issues.  ESG factors help assess externalities that can impact 

an entire portfolio,” said Remy Briand, Head of MSCI Index and ESG Research.  “A growing number of asset 

managers are now subject to ESG-related mandates that will shape their strategies going forward.  We are committed 

to providing innovative tools to support our clients in this expanding market.”  

MSCI ESG Indices utilize research from MSCI’s in-house ESG Research business unit—unique among major index 

providers.  Built upon the expertise of sustainability pioneers KLD, Innovest and IRRC, MSCI ESG Research is a 

leading source of ESG ratings, screening and compliance tools to advisers, managers and asset owners worldwide.  

MSCI ESG Indices combine the widely-accepted MSCI Global Investable Market Indices Methodology with ratings 

and analysis from the MSCI ESG Research group.  “The MSCI World ESG Index, based on the MSCI World Index, 

brings together a unique combination of MSCI’s index expertise with the deep ESG research insight that MSCI 

acquired through its recent acquisition of RiskMetrics Group, Inc.,” said Thomas Kuh, Business Manager of the MSCI 

ESG Indices.  “We expect these indices will hasten the development of consistent and reliable ESG standards for the 

market.” 

For more information on the MSCI ESG Indices: www.msci.com/esg_indices 

MSCI ESG Best-of-Class Indices 

MSCI World ESG Index 

MSCI World ex USA ESG Index 

MSCI EAFE ESG Index 

http://www.msci.com/esg_indices
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MSCI North America ESG Index 

MSCI Europe ESG Index 

MSCI Pacific ESG Index 

MSCI USA ESG Index 

MSCI USA Large Cap ESG Index 

MSCI USA Mid Cap ESG Index 

MSCI USA Small Cap ESG Index 

MSCI USA SMID ESG Index 

MSCI USA IMI ESG Index 

MSCI USA Broad ESG Index 

MSCI USA ESG Select Index 

MSCI Values-based Indices 

MSCI KLD 400 Social Index 

MSCI USA Catholic Values Index 

MSCI Environmental Indices 

MSCI Global Environment Index 

MSCI Global Alternative Energy Index 

MSCI Global Clean Technology Index 

MSCI Global Sustainable Water Index 

MSCI Global Green Building Index 

MSCI Global Pollution Prevention Index 

MSCI Global Climate Index 

 

### 

About MSCI Inc. 

MSCI Inc. is a leading provider of investment decision support tools to investors globally, including asset managers, 

banks, hedge funds and pension funds. MSCI products and services include indices, portfolio risk and performance 

analytics, and governance tools.  

The company’s flagship product offerings are: the MSCI indices which include over 120,000 daily indices covering 

more than 70 countries; Barra portfolio risk and performance analytics covering global equity and fixed income 

markets; RiskMetrics market and credit risk analytics; ISS governance research and outsourced proxy voting and 

reporting services; FEA valuation models and risk management software for the energy and commodities markets; 

and CFRA forensic accounting risk research, legal/regulatory risk assessment, and due-diligence. MSCI is 

headquartered in New York, with research and commercial offices around the world.  

Certain products and services of MSCI ESG Research, including products and services utilized in MSCI ESG Indices, 

are provided by Institutional Shareholder Services Inc. ("ISS") and/or KLD Research & Analytics, Inc. (“KLD”), which 

are both indirect wholly-owned subsidiaries of MSCI. 

For further information on MSCI, please visit our web site at www.msci.com 

For media enquiries please contact:  

Sally Todd | Clare Milton, Penrose Financial, London  + 44.20.7786.4888  
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Kenny Juarez | Patrick Clifford, Abernathy MacGregor, New  York + 1.212.371.5999 

MSCI Global Client Service: 

Americas Client Service          1.888.588.4567 (toll free)/+ 1.212.804.3901 

EMEA Client Service + 44.20.7618.2222 

Asia Pacif ic Client Service:  + 852.2844.9333 

 

 This document and all of the information contained in it, including without limitation all text, data, graphs, charts (collec tively, the 

“Information”) is the property of MSCl Inc., its subsidiaries (including without limitation Barra, Inc. and the RiskMetrics Group, Inc.) 
and/or their subsidiaries (including without limitation the FEA, ISS, and CFRA companies)  (alone or with one or more of them, “MSCI”), 

or their direct or indirect suppliers or any third party involved in the making or compiling of the Information (collectively  (including MSCI), 
the “MSCI Parties” or individually, an “MSCI Party”), as applicable, and is provided for informational purposes only.  The Information 

may not be reproduced or redisseminated in whole or in part without prior written permi ssion from the applicable MSCI Party.  
 The Information may not be used to verify or correct other data, to create indices, risk models or analytics, or in connection with issuing, 

offering, sponsoring, managing or marketing any securities, portfolios, financial products or other investment vehicles based  on, linked 
to, tracking or otherwise derived from any MSCI products or data.   

 Historical data and analysis should not be taken as an indication or guarantee of any future performance, analysis, forecast or 
prediction. 

 None of the Information constitutes an offer to sell (or a solicitation of an offer to buy), or a promotion or  recommendation of, 
any security, financial product or other investment v ehicle or any trading strategy, and none of the MSCI Parties endorses, 

approv es or otherwise expresses any opinion regarding any issuer, securities, financial products or instruments or trading 
strategies.  None of the Information, MSCI indices, models or other products or serv ices is intended to constitute inv estment 

adv ice or a recommendation to make (or refrain from making) any kind of inv estment decision and may not be relied on as  
such.   

 The user of the Information assumes the entire risk of any use it may make or permit to be made of the Information.   
 NONE OF THE MSCI PARTIES MAKES ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS WITH RESPECT TO 

THE INFORMATION (OR THE RESULTS TO BE OBTAINED BY THE USE THEREOF), AND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT 
PERMITTED BY LAW, MSCI, ON ITS BEHALF AND ON THE BEHALF OF EACH MSCI PARTY, HEREBY EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS 

ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES (INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF ORIGINA LITY, ACCURACY, 
TIMELINESS, NON-INFRINGEMENT, COMPLETENESS, MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE) 

WITH RESPECT TO ANY OF THE INFORMATION.   
 Without limiting any of the foregoing and to the maximum extent permitted by law, in no event shall any of the MSCI Parties have any 

liability regarding any of the Information for any direct, indirect, special, punitive, consequential (including lost profits) or any other 
damages even if notified of the possibil ity of such damages.  The foregoing shall n ot exclude or limit any liabil ity that may not by 

applicable law be excluded or limited, including without l imitation (as applicable), any liability for death or personal injury to the extent 
that such injury results from the negligence or wilful default o f itself, its servants, agents or sub-contractors. 

 Any use of or access to products, services or information of MSCI requires a license from MSCI .  MSCI, Barra, RiskMetrics, ISS, CFRA, 
FEA, EAFE, Aegis, Cosmos, BarraOne, and all other MSCI product names are the trademarks, registered trademarks, or service marks 

of MSCI in the United States and other jurisdictions.  The Global Industry Classification Standard (GICS) was developed by and is the 
exclusive property of MSCI and Standard & Poor’s.  “Global Industry Classification Standard (GICS)” is a service mark of MSCI and 

Standard & Poor’s. 


