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Forward-Looking Statements and Other Information

This presentation contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, including without limitation, MSCI’s full-year 2021 
guidance and long-term targets. These forward-looking statements relate to future events or to future financial performance and involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other 
factors that may cause our actual results, levels of activity, performance or achievements to be materially different from any future results, levels of activity, performance or achievements 
expressed or implied by these statements. In some cases, you can identify forward-looking statements by the use of words such as “may,” “will,” “could,” “expect,” “intend,” “plan,” “seek,” 
“anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “predict,” “potential” or “continue,” or the negative of these terms or other comparable terminology. You should not place undue reliance on forward-
looking statements because they involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that are, in some cases, beyond MSCI’s control and that could materially affect actual 
results, levels of activity, performance or achievements.

Other factors that could materially affect actual results, levels of activity, performance or achievements can be found in MSCI’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended 
December 31, 2020 filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) on February 12, 2021 and in quarterly reports on Form 10-Q and current reports on Form 8-K filed or 
furnished with the SEC. If any of these risks or uncertainties materialize, or if MSCI’s underlying assumptions prove to be incorrect, actual results may vary significantly from what MSCI 
projected. Any forward-looking statement in this earnings presentation reflects MSCI’s current views with respect to future events and is subject to these and other risks, uncertainties and 
assumptions relating to MSCI’s operations, results of operations, growth strategy and liquidity. MSCI assumes no obligation to publicly update or revise these forward-looking statements 
for any reason, whether as a result of new information, future events, or otherwise, except as required by law.

Percentage changes and totals in this presentation may not sum due to rounding.

Gross sales include both new recurring subscription and non-recurring sales as reported in Table 6: Sales and Retention Rate by Segment (unaudited) of the press release reporting 
MSCI’s financial results for fourth quarter 2020.

Foreign currency exchange rate fluctuations reflect the difference between the current period results as reported compared to the current period results recalculated using the foreign 
currency exchange rates in effect for the comparable prior period. While operating revenues adjusted for the impact of foreign currency fluctuations includes asset-based fees that have 
been adjusted for the impact of foreign currency fluctuations, the underlying assets under management (“AUM”), which is the primary component of asset-based fees, is not adjusted for 
foreign currency fluctuations. More than three-fifths of the AUM are invested in securities denominated in currencies other than the U.S. dollar, and accordingly, any such impact is 
excluded from the disclosed foreign currency adjusted variances.

MSCI has not independently verified the Burgiss-related information included on or statements made with respect to pages 96 through 109. The Burgiss Group, LLC assumes sole 
responsibility for the accuracy and completeness of such information and statements. The Burgiss Group, LLC does not undertake to update forward-looking statements to reflect the 
impact of subsequent events or circumstances, except as required by law.

On February 23, 2021, the Board authorized MSCI to opportunistically explore financing options, the proceeds of which could be used to refinance existing debt. Such a financing could 
marginally increase MSCI’s leverage ratio and interest expense. Any potential financing is subject to market and other conditions, and there can be no assurance as to the timing or 
certainty of a transaction.
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Key Messages: Revolutionizing the Investment World through Data & Technology 

01
Today, MSCI offers clients mission-critical data and technology capabilities focused on quality, 
reliability and scale

02
To power the next wave of growth, we will transform all MSCI data and technology capabilities to 
deliver on our vision of Investment Solutions as a Service

03
The first four Investment Solutions as a Service offerings will be available in 2021 with many more 
to follow

04 Our vision and new offerings as a service are developed in deep collaboration with Microsoft
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Foundation of the Investment Industry

MSCI: Powering Better Investment Decisions

MSCI is a Bedrock of the Investment Industry 
with Three Primary Capabilities Today

DATA
Source, manage,      

curate and distribute   
high-quality data 

TECHNOLOGY
Capabilities to support 

investment process 
including portfolio 

construction and risk 
management

MODELS
Next generation 

capabilities in quantitative 
investment research

2 31



MSCI 2021 INVESTOR DAY   |

MSCI Data and Technology Today

To Stay Ahead of Client Demands, MSCI Will Deliver Everything We Do “As a Service”

Proven Ability to Handle Complex, Integrated and High-volume Workflows with
Flexible and Scalable Solutions for Client’s Today

Collect

200+
Data Vendors

750+
Data Products

29M+
Securities Maintained Daily

Compute

240K+
Indexes Calculated Daily

6.6B+
Positions Processed in Analytics 

in a Single Day

800B+
Daily Instrument Pricings

Deliver

500+
APIs across All Product Lines

12
Proprietary Applications at MSCI

30+
Third-Party Distribution Partners

Clean and 
Enhance

Process 
and Enrich
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Deep and High-Quality Data across MSCI Ecosystem

1 Fixed income multi-asset class data.

Harnessing the Power of Advanced Technologies

DATA QUALITY

99.98%
Equity Data

99.97%
FIMAC1 Data

99.91%
Business Activity Data

99.16%
Production Data
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Input data from vendors and other sources

Derived data created by MSCI

Output data distributed to clients

Leveraging AI throughout
Data Production Lifecycle

Apply AI-based anomaly detection throughout
data life cycle from 

Data Quality Achieved 
through Cutting-edge 

Technology
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Delivering on Vision of MSCI Investment Solutions as a Service

Advancing the Investment Industry with Hyper Scale of the Cloud and Cutting-edge 
Technologies to Solve Unique Challenges and Empower Clients to Build Better Portfolios

SEAMLESS ACCESS

New and Unique Sources of Data, Models 
and Technology

RAPID ONBOARDING

Consumption, Metering,
Billing and Servicing

CLIENT CUSTOMIZATION

Personalization, and
Data Transparency

MODERN CLIENT EXPERIENCE

Integrated Products
and Services
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Launching New Services in 2021 to Transform the Investment Industry

Running on the MSCI Investment Cloud Powered by Microsoft Azure

ESG
Solutions as a 

Service

New ESG and Climate 
Application

Index
Solutions as a 

Service

MSCI Customized Index 
Application

Data Management
Solutions as a 

Service

MSCI Data Lake and
MSCI Data Explorer

Investment Analytics
Solutions as a 

Service

MSCI Developer Portal 
MSCI APIs

Investment Solutions as a Service
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Launching ESG as a Service with Advanced Climate Analytics
ESG AS A SERVICE 

1. ESG and Climate analytics in the cloud,
developed with Microsoft

2. Democratizing 4,000+ data points
underlying all ESG solutions

3. Modern user experience new application,
APIs and data

4. Intuitive experience tailored for peer
comparisons with deep analysis and
insights on climate and risk assessment
of a company
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Intuitive User Experience Blended with World’s Leading ESG and Climate Analytics
ESG AS A SERVICE 

1. Compare and drill down important climate
metrics across companies or industries

2. Ability to create custom reports and
visualizations

3. Modern search experience

4. Built on Azure PowerBI platform and
mapping services
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Launching Indexing as a Service Powering Millions of Indexes
INDEXING AS A SERVICE 

The Power of the MSCI Index Platform
at your Fingertips…

1. Hyper scale, deep customization, speed
and depth of analytics

2. One-click from ideation to production,
delivered to your systems with our MSCI
APIs

3. Fast back-testing scenarios to fine-tune
indexes in a tight feedback loop

4. Minutes from hypotheses to a new index
using our best of breed research and
methodologies
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A Seamless Index Construction Experience for Better Financial Products
INDEXING AS A SERVICE 

…Solving for the Mass Customization
of Our Industry

1. Over 50 years of MSCI experience and IP
for your index construction process

2. Create, back-test, customize, order,
productionize and receive daily delivery
with best quality industry standards of the
industry

3. Our platform is your platform with direct
access to the full depth and breadth of
MSCI’s Index Research

4. Compare personalized Index performance
with standard benchmarks and analytics
to build better products
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Launching MSCI Data Explorer and MSCI Data Lake
MSCI DATA EXPLORER 

AND DATA LAKE

1. Rich and extensive datasets at your
fingertips

2. Curated by hundreds of data scientists,
analysts and quantitative researchers and
leading technologists

3. Easy access to search, explore, test,
purchase and integrate datasets

4. Expose MSCI data that powers our Index,
ESG, Analytics and Real Estate products
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Democratizing 50 Years of MSCI Data, Models and IP
MSCI DATA EXPLORER 

AND DATA LAKE

1. One-stop and open access to MSCI’s
unique repository of curated, proprietary
or partners’ datasets

2. Modern search experience to easily find
data with previews, trials and extensive
documentation

3. Includes multiple levels of core datasets
such as entity, company, instrument,
country and market

4. Augmented with new datasets such as
extensive asset location data, interest rate
curves, single security analytics and
volatility surfaces
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Launching MSCI Developer Portal and APIs: Open Investment Architecture
MSCI DEVELOPER PORTAL

1. Direct access to MSCI’s Analytics
services for risk, performance, ESG, Real
Estate, Index

2. Modern Developer Portal to explore our
APIs and open architecture through
samples, documentation and a built-in
sandbox to test new innovative ideas

3. Create your own investment applications
or easily integrate your system with our
open SaaS architecture

4. Scalable and secure across full range of
use cases
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One Stop for Everything MSCI for Developers and Researchers
MSCI DEVELOPER PORTAL

1. Fine-grained access to broad suite of
services across Analytics, Index, ESG and
Real Estate

2. Modular components make it easy to
integrate and build new MSCI products,
develop new partnerships or deeply
integrate with a customer’s system

3. Enable deeper insights into our
customer’s usage and intent

4. Evolve our “as a Service” offerings to
enable a tier with usage-based pricing,
leading to new avenues of growth
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Key Takeaways

Today, MSCI offers clients mission-critical data and technology capabilities 
focused on quality, reliability and scale 

To power the next wave of growth, we will convert our data and 
technology capabilities to deliver MSCI “as a Service” 

The first four “as a service” offerings will be available in 2021 with 
many more to follow

Powering MSCI Investment Solutions as a Service in deep collaboration with 
Microsoft

01

02

03

04
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About MSCI

MSCI is a leading provider of critical decision support tools and services for the 
global investment community. With over 50 years of expertise in research, data 
and technology, we power better investment decisions by enabling clients to 
understand and analyze key drivers of risk and return and confidently build more 
effective portfolios. We create industry-leading research-enhanced solutions that 
clients use to gain insight into and improve transparency across the investment 
process. To learn more, please visit www.msci.com. 

http://www.msci.com/
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Notice and disclaimer

This document and all of the information contained in it, including without limitation all text, data, graphs, charts (collectively, the “Information”) is the property of MSCI Inc. or its subsidiaries (collectively, “MSCI”), or MSCI’s licensors, direct or indirect suppliers or any third 
party involved in making or compiling any Information (collectively, with MSCI, the “Information Providers”) and is provided for informational purposes only.  The Information may not be modified, reverse-engineered, reproduced or redisseminated in whole or in part without 
prior written permission from MSCI. All rights in the Information are reserved by MSCI and/or its Information Providers.

The Information may not be used to create derivative works or to verify or correct other data or information.   For example (but without limitation), the Information may not be used to create indexes, databases, risk models, analytics, software, or in connection with the 
issuing, offering, sponsoring, managing or marketing of any securities, portfolios, financial products or other investment vehicles utilizing or based on, linked to, tracking or otherwise derived from the Information or any other MSCI data, information, products or services.  

The user of the Information assumes the entire risk of any use it may make or permit to be made of the Information.  NONE OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDERS MAKES ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE 
INFORMATION (OR THE RESULTS TO BE OBTAINED BY THE USE THEREOF), AND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, EACH INFORMATION PROVIDER EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES (INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, 
ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF ORIGINALITY, ACCURACY, TIMELINESS, NON-INFRINGEMENT, COMPLETENESS, MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE) WITH RESPECT TO ANY OF THE INFORMATION.

Without limiting any of the foregoing and to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, in no event shall any Information Provider have any liability regarding any of the Information for any direct, indirect, special, punitive, consequential (including lost profits) or any 
other damages even if notified of the possibility of such damages. The foregoing shall not exclude or limit any liability that may not by applicable law be excluded or limited, including without limitation (as applicable), any liability for death or personal injury to the extent 
that such injury results from the negligence or willful default of itself, its servants, agents or sub-contractors.  

Information containing any historical information, data or analysis should not be taken as an indication or guarantee of any future performance, analysis, forecast or prediction.  Past performance does not guarantee future results.  

The Information should not be relied on and is not a substitute for the skill, judgment and experience of the user, its management, employees, advisors and/or clients when making investment and other business decisions.  All Information is impersonal and not tailored to 
the needs of any person, entity or group of persons.

None of the Information constitutes an offer to sell (or a solicitation of an offer to buy), any security, financial product or other investment vehicle or any trading strategy. 

It is not possible to invest directly in an index.  Exposure to an asset class or trading strategy or other category represented by an index is only available through third party investable instruments (if any) based on that index.   MSCI does not issue, sponsor, endorse, market, 
offer, review or otherwise express any opinion regarding any fund, ETF, derivative or other security, investment, financial product or trading strategy that is based on, linked to or seeks to provide an investment return related to the performance of any MSCI index 
(collectively, “Index Linked Investments”). MSCI makes no assurance that any Index Linked Investments will accurately track index performance or provide positive investment returns.  MSCI Inc. is not an investment adviser or fiduciary and MSCI makes no representation 
regarding the advisability of investing in any Index Linked Investments.

Index returns do not represent the results of actual trading of investible assets/securities. MSCI maintains and calculates indexes, but does not manage actual assets. Index returns do not reflect payment of any sales charges or fees an investor may pay to purchase the 
securities underlying the index or Index Linked Investments. The imposition of these fees and charges would cause the performance of an Index Linked Investment to be different than the MSCI index performance.

The Information may contain back tested data.  Back-tested performance is not actual performance, but is hypothetical.  There are frequently material differences between back tested performance results and actual results subsequently achieved by any investment 
strategy.  

Constituents of MSCI equity indexes are listed companies, which are included in or excluded from the indexes according to the application of the relevant index methodologies. Accordingly, constituents in MSCI equity indexes may include MSCI Inc., clients of MSCI or 
suppliers to MSCI.  Inclusion of a security within an MSCI index is not a recommendation by MSCI to buy, sell, or hold such security, nor is it considered to be investment advice.

Data and information produced by various affiliates of MSCI Inc., including MSCI ESG Research LLC and Barra LLC, may be used in calculating certain MSCI indexes.  More information can be found in the relevant index methodologies on www.msci.com. 

MSCI receives compensation in connection with licensing its indexes to third parties.  MSCI Inc.’s revenue includes fees based on assets in Index Linked Investments. Information can be found in MSCI Inc.’s company filings on the Investor Relations section of 
www.msci.com.

MSCI ESG Research LLC is a Registered Investment Adviser under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 and a subsidiary of MSCI Inc. Except with respect to any applicable products or services from MSCI ESG Research, neither MSCI nor any of its products or services 
recommends, endorses, approves or otherwise expresses any opinion regarding any issuer, securities, financial products or instruments or trading strategies and MSCI’s products or services are not intended to constitute investment advice or a recommendation to make 
(or refrain from making) any kind of investment decision and may not be relied on as such. Issuers mentioned or included in any MSCI ESG Research materials may include MSCI Inc., clients of MSCI or suppliers to MSCI, and may also purchase research or other products 
or services from MSCI ESG Research.  MSCI ESG Research materials, including materials utilized in any MSCI ESG Indexes or other products, have not been submitted to, nor received approval from, the United States Securities and Exchange Commission or any other 
regulatory body.

Any use of or access to products, services or information of MSCI requires a license from MSCI. MSCI, Barra, RiskMetrics, IPD and other MSCI brands and product names are the trademarks, service marks, or registered trademarks of MSCI or its subsidiaries in the United 
States and other jurisdictions.  The Global Industry Classification Standard (GICS) was developed by and is the exclusive property of MSCI and Standard & Poor’s.  “Global Industry Classification Standard (GICS)” is a service mark of MSCI and Standard & Poor’s.

Privacy notice: For information about how MSCI collects and uses personal data, please refer to our Privacy Notice at https://www.msci.com/privacy-pledge.




