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Segment-specific demos 
 
My name is Whitney Rauschenbach, and I am the Head of Private Company ESG Research and Issuer 
Relations at MSCI. Welcome to Private Company Data Connect, the sustainability and climate 
disclosure platform that connects public and private companies with investors and lenders in private 
equity and private credit. 
 
Designed together with the General Partners (or GPs) themselves, the platform helps companies 
create and manage their disclosures and share data directly with multiple stakeholders, all in one 
place. 
 
Companies on the platform would also benefit from access to MSCI’s extensive network of clients 
across the issuer and investment community.  
 
The first sustainability disclosure supported on the platform is the ESG Integrated Disclosure Project 
template. The ESG IDP is a leading industry initiative that aims to improve transparency and 
accountability in private credit lending and loan syndication. 
 
The ESG IDP template leverages the SASB standards and offers private companies a baseline from 
which to develop their ESG reporting capacity. 
 
In this short demo, I will walk you through the key functionalities of the platform so that you can get 
started. 
 
Before we do that, it is important to note that we take data privacy seriously at MSCI. Private Company 
Data Connect supports the secure disclosure and storage of your private company data. MSCI's 
Azure-based data architecture ensures data remains under lock and key and is shared only with those 
you permission through the platform. 
 
Our processes to monitor access, permissions, and entitlements are designed to meet best practice 
controls to protect client data and your data. 
 
If you are not yet familiar with MSCI, we provide investment decision support tools and solutions. At 
MSCI ESG Research, we source, collect, and store sustainability and climate data on over 17,000 
publicly equity and fixed income issuers on an ongoing basis (as of June 2023). More than 5,000 
companies review and submit data that contributes to our ratings, scores, and assessments through 
our issuer platforms annually.  
 
Now, here on the homepage of the platform, I want to call your attention to the resources we have 
available. In addition to this video, I recommend you keep the navigation guide and the frequently 
asked questions handy as you explore the platform. All these resources and more are accessible from 
the Knowledge Hub.   
 
From the homepage, you can also navigate to begin a disclosure, visit the disclosure library and 
submission history, and review data permissioning. 
 
First, let’s jump right in and get started with a disclosure. There are three ways to do this: the first, 
which we recommend, is to use our online template, which is laid out as a step-by-step questionnaire.  
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Alternatively, you can download the disclosure template from the platform as an Excel file and 
complete it on your desktop. 
 
And lastly, you can download the Excel template directly from the ESG IDP website, at esgidp.org, and 
complete it there.  
 
No matter how you complete a disclosure, either online or via an Excel template accessed from the 
platform or from IDP directly, we store the latest value submitted at the Fiscal Year level for each data 
point. 
 
Any data that you upload will remain private to your company and not be shared without your 
permission. 
 
In this view, we show the online template. Clicking on the Online Template button brings you to the 
first step where you provide your name, the reporting period or fiscal year for your disclosure, and the 
industry, or industries, that are most relevant to your business.  
 
You can choose up to three industries that apply to your company based on percentage of revenue 
derived from this business activities. 
 
From your selection, the template will generate the industry specific questions for you to review. 
 
Note that the industries are based on the Sustainable Industry Classification System (SICS), which 
uses sustainability profiles to group companies in industries and sectors. 
 
Now that’s completed, you can move on to the General Questions in Step 2.  Use the information 
hover-over icons to view the description of select datapoints and learn more about the metrics. 
 
There are approximately 110 general questions that fall into the different environmental, social and 
governance categories. Some of these questions are marked as core questions by IDP. These are the 
ones in green which can be focused on first. All questions are voluntary at this time, but we do 
encourage you to provide as much information as you can. 
 
Let’s focus on greenhouse gas emissions for a moment. The ESG IDP asks for the company’s annual 
Scope 1, Scope 2, and Scope 3 emissions, expressed in metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent.  
 
You can find definitions of the different scopes directly in the platform. If you don’t yet have the annual 
Scope 1 and 2 emissions for your company, MSCI is working with Persefoni, a leader in carbon 
accounting and sustainability management software, to support small and medium sized companies 
with a free emissions calculator.  
 
Click on the link from Private Company Data Connect to access the calculator and provide the 
requested information. 
 
Once completed, you can return to the platform to enter those numbers. And please note that 
throughout this process, you can save your draft questionnaire and return to it at any time. If you quit 
out of MSCI ONE, your draft can be accessed by going back to the “Online Template” and filling in your 
company name and the applicable fiscal year.    
 
If you are not yet able to complete all questions, consider these a baseline of reporting to work 
towards.  
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You can now choose to submit your disclosure or move on to Step 3 to complete the industry specific 
questions that were generated based on your selection in Step 1.  
 
These questions fall into between three and five disclosure topics prioritized for borrower attention. 
 
The disclosure topics have been identified as financially material in the internationally recognized 
SASB Standards pertaining to that industry. 
 
Similar to General Questions, there are a select number of “prioritized” questions marked in green for 
each industry. Again, you can hover over the information icons to view data definitions or the unit of 
measure that your response should be in. For multi part questions asking for more than one response, 
we recommend that you separate the numbers with semi colons. 
 
Finally, when ready, proceed to Step 4 to submit your completed disclosure template.  
 
And, as a reminder, you can submit a questionnaire in stages, or return to an open questionnaire to 
edit, add or enter any new information. Just be sure to keep the fiscal year accurate. 
 
Now, if you instead wish to work with the Excel template, I will quickly take you through the process of 
downloading and uploading the file.  
 
Under Begin Disclosure, you click on the Excel Template button. This brings you to the page where you 
can download the excel template and then upload the file once completed.  
 
The ESG IDP Template is preselected and will download when you click the button.  
 
As you can see, the ESG IDP template comes with an introductory tab with an overview to better guide 
you through the data disclosure process. The ESG IDP shares background on the two categories of 
questions that you will find in the template, General and Industry Specific, as well as instructions for 
completing the template, and tips on how to share it.  
 
The second tab shows the SASB Industry descriptors for your reference. And then the third tab takes 
you right into the general data disclosure questions.  
 
Fill out the initial company questions, making sure to enter the company name exactly as it appears in 
Private Company Data Connect, as well as other information including the fiscal year or reporting 
period of your disclosure in “Data provided as of date.” Next, select your industry and enter the 
corresponding revenue percentage, referencing the SASB industry descriptions in the second tab if 
necessary.  
 
Within the General tab, unshaded questions represent “core” questions and should be the company’s 
primary area of focus. Shaded questions are considered optional but offered as a guide as companies 
develop reporting capacity.  
 
Once you've completed the general questions, you can find the industry or industries relevant for your 
company in the tabs and then begin the industry specific questions. 
 
In the industry tabs, you can see that a selection of the total questions are marked as “Prioritized” and 
can be focused on first. 
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Once you’re ready to submit, take a moment to make sure the company name you have entered 
exactly matches the name as it's displayed on the platform.  Return to the Upload Disclosure page, 
provide a title or comment on the submission, agree to the Terms and Conditions, and upload the 
completed file. 
 
Note that if you are uploading a file you downloaded directly from the ESG IDP website, not from 
Private Company Data Connect, you will have to take a moment to save the file as .xlsx file, without 
macros enabled. 
 
The submission should take no more than five minutes to validate and show up as successful.  
 
Once you have submitted a disclosure, click on History in the top Right to view the full history of your 
submissions, including which have failed or successfully uploaded it. 
 
What this means is that if you submit data point A and B in one template, and then return and submit 
only data point C, the file in Disclosure Library now shows data point A, B and C.  
 
You can pull up any fiscal year disclosure, either an Excel submission or online template submission, 
and either export to Excel or open the disclosure in the online template you further edit or update. 
 
Click on history in the top right to view the full history of your submissions, including which have failed 
or successfully uploaded. The GP or investor who invited you to the platform will have access to your 
disclosure once submitted.  
 
Now for the final step in data provisioning, click on “Manage Access" to view which investors or 
lenders have requested access to your data, as well as those to whom you have granted access.  
 
Search the investors on the platform to see if you want to enable permissions.  
 
I hope you found this short demo helpful. If you run into questions about the template or data, reach 
out to the GP who invited you to the platform, they will be your first stop. 
 
If at any time you need technical support, however, you can click on the question mark at the top right-
hand side of the screen to submit a support ticket to MSCI. 
 
When filling out the ticket, kindly ensure Private Company Data Connect is in the subject line followed 
by your request. This will ensure all messages are responded to quickly and efficiently.  
 
Please give us feedback on your experience as we are continuously working to make the platform 
work better for you. Thank you. 
 
  

About MSCI  
MSCI is a leading provider of critical decision support tools and services for the global investment community. 
With over 50 years of expertise in research, data and technology, we power better investment decisions by 
enabling clients to understand and analyze key drivers of risk and return and confidently build more effective 
portfolios. We create industry-leading research-enhanced solutions that clients use to gain insight into and 
improve transparency across the investment process. To learn more, please visit www.msci.com. 

 

http://www.msci.com/
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This document and all of the information contained in it, including without limitation all text, data, graphs, charts (collectively, the “Information”) is the property of MSCI Inc. or its subsidiaries 
(collectively, “MSCI”), or MSCI’s licensors, direct or indirect suppliers or any third party involved in making or compiling any Information (collectively, with MSCI, the “Information Providers”) 
and is provided for informational purposes only.  The Information may not be modified, reverse-engineered, reproduced or redisseminated in whole or in part without prior written permission 
from MSCI.  
The Information may not be used to create derivative works or to verify or correct other data or information.   For example (but without limitation), the Information may not be used to create 
indexes, databases, risk models, analytics, software, or in connection with the issuing, offering, sponsoring, managing or marketing of any securities, portfolios, financial products or other 
investment vehicles utilizing or based on, linked to, tracking or otherwise derived from the Information or any other MSCI data, information, products or services.   
The user of the Information assumes the entire risk of any use it may make or permit to be made of the Information.  NONE OF THE INFORMATION PROVIDERS MAKES ANY EXPRESS OR 
IMPLIED WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATION (OR THE RESULTS TO BE OBTAINED BY THE USE THEREOF), AND TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT 
PERMITTED BY APPLICABLE LAW, EACH INFORMATION PROVIDER EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES (INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ANY IMPLIED WARRANTIES 
OF ORIGINALITY, ACCURACY, TIMELINESS, NON-INFRINGEMENT, COMPLETENESS, MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE) WITH RESPECT TO ANY OF THE 
INFORMATION. 
Without limiting any of the foregoing and to the maximum extent permitted by applicable law, in no event shall any Information Provider have any liability regarding any of the Information 
for any direct, indirect, special, punitive, consequential (including lost profits) or any other damages even if notified of the possibility of such damages. The foregoing shall not exclude or 
limit any liability that may not by applicable law be excluded or limited, including without limitation (as applicable), any liability for death or personal injury to the extent that such injury results 
from the negligence or willful default of itself, its servants, agents or sub-contractors.   
Information containing any historical information, data or analysis should not be taken as an indication or guarantee of any future performance, analysis, forecast or prediction.  Past 
performance does not guarantee future results.   
The Information should not be relied on and is not a substitute for the skill, judgment and experience of the user, its management, employees, advisors and/or clients when making investment 
and other business decisions.  All Information is impersonal and not tailored to the needs of any person, entity or group of persons. 
None of the Information constitutes an offer to sell (or a solicitation of an offer to buy), any security, financial product or other investment vehicle or any trading strategy.  
It is not possible to invest directly in an index.  Exposure to an asset class or trading strategy or other category represented by an index is only available through third party investable 
instruments (if any) based on that index.   MSCI does not issue, sponsor, endorse, market, offer, review or otherwise express any opinion regarding any fund, ETF, derivative or other security, 
investment, financial product or trading strategy that is based on, linked to or seeks to provide an investment return related to the performance of any MSCI index (collectively, “Index Linked 
Investments”). MSCI makes no assurance that any Index Linked Investments will accurately track index performance or provide positive investment returns.  MSCI Inc. is not an investment 
adviser or fiduciary and MSCI makes no representation regarding the advisability of investing in any Index Linked Investments. 
Index returns do not represent the results of actual trading of investible assets/securities. MSCI maintains and calculates indexes, but does not manage actual assets. Index returns do not 
reflect payment of any sales charges or fees an investor may pay to purchase the securities underlying the index or Index Linked Investments. The imposition of these fees and charges 
would cause the performance of an Index Linked Investment to be different than the MSCI index performance. 
The Information may contain back tested data.  Back-tested performance is not actual performance, but is hypothetical.  There are frequently material differences between back tested 
performance results and actual results subsequently achieved by any investment strategy.   
Constituents of MSCI equity indexes are listed companies, which are included in or excluded from the indexes according to the application of the relevant index methodologies. Accordingly, 
constituents in MSCI equity indexes may include MSCI Inc., clients of MSCI or suppliers to MSCI.  Inclusion of a security within an MSCI index is not a recommendation by MSCI to buy, sell, 
or hold such security, nor is it considered to be investment advice. 
Data and information produced by various affiliates of MSCI Inc., including MSCI ESG Research LLC and Barra LLC, may be used in calculating certain MSCI indexes.  More information can 
be found in the relevant index methodologies on www.msci.com.  
MSCI receives compensation in connection with licensing its indexes to third parties.  MSCI Inc.’s revenue includes fees based on assets in Index Linked Investments. Information can be 
found in MSCI Inc.’s company filings on the Investor Relations section of www.msci.com. 
MSCI ESG Research LLC is a Registered Investment Adviser under the Investment Advisers Act of 1940 and a subsidiary of MSCI Inc.  Except with respect to any applicable products or 
services from MSCI ESG Research, neither MSCI nor any of its products or services recommends, endorses, approves or otherwise expresses any opinion regarding any issuer, securities, 
financial products or instruments or trading strategies and MSCI’s products or services are not intended to constitute investment advice or a recommendation to make (or refrain from 
making) any kind of investment decision and may not be relied on as such. Issuers mentioned or included in any MSCI ESG Research materials may include MSCI Inc., clients of MSCI or 
suppliers to MSCI, and may also purchase research or other products or services from MSCI ESG Research.  MSCI ESG Research materials, including materials utilized in any MSCI ESG 
Indexes or other products, have not been submitted to, nor received approval from, the United States Securities and Exchange Commission or any other regulatory body. 
Any use of or access to products, services or information of MSCI requires a license from MSCI. MSCI, Barra, RiskMetrics, IPD and other MSCI brands and product names are the trademarks, 
service marks, or registered trademarks of MSCI or its subsidiaries in the United States and other jurisdictions.  The Global Industry Classification Standard (GICS) was developed by and is 
the exclusive property of MSCI and Standard & Poor’s.  “Global Industry Classification Standard (GICS)” is a service mark of MSCI and Standard & Poor’s. 
MIFID2/MIFIR notice: MSCI ESG Research LLC does not distribute or act as an intermediary for financial instruments or structured deposits, nor does it deal on its own account, provide 
execution services for others or manage client accounts. No MSCI ESG Research product or service supports, promotes or is intended to support or promote any such activity. MSCI ESG 
Research is an independent provider of ESG data, reports and ratings based on published methodologies and available to clients on a subscription basis.  We do not provide custom or one-
off ratings or recommendations of securities or other financial instruments upon request. 
Privacy notice: For information about how MSCI ESG Research LLC collects and uses personal data concerning officers and directors, please refer to our Privacy Notice at 
https://www.msci.com/privacy-pledge. 
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